


The Task Force shall meet at least semiannually. Additional
meetings shall be held as needed and agreed to by a majority of
the Task Force members. Task Force meetings shall be open to the
public. An opportunity for public comment shall be provided at
each Task Force meeting. Members of the Task Force may
participate in person or by designated representative.

B. Purpose of the Interagency Task Force: The South Florida
Ecosystem encompasses the Kissimmee watershed, Lake Okeechobee,
the Big Cypress basin, the Everglades, Florida Bay and the
Florida Keys. It contains significant national interest
conservation areas such as National Parks, National Wildlife
Refuges, and the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary. Federal
agencies are also charged with administering and enforcing
national environmental laws throughout this area, including the
Clean Water Act, the Clean Air Act, the Endangered Species Act,
the Coastal Zone Management Act, the Marine Protection,
Resources, and Sanctuaries Act, and the National Environmental
Policy Act. Additionally, other Federal projects and programs
such as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers multiple purpose Central
and Southern Florida Project and various Department of
Agriculture programs greatly affect the South Florida Ecosystem.
The purpose of the Task Force is to coordinate the development of
consistent policies, strategies, plans, programs, and priorities
for addressing the environmental concerns of the South Florida
Ecosystem. This overall effort will require close and constant
coordination between the Task Force and State, tribal, and local
governments concerning programs, projects, and activities
affecting the South Florida Ecosystem. Additionally, the Task
Force will monitor the programs, projects, and activities of its
member agencies to further the objectives of ecosystem

restoration and maintenance. To accomplish this the Task Force
will:

o Agree on the Federal objectives for restoration of the South
Florida Ecosystem, with the understanding that such
objectives will be incorporated into the Army Corps of
Engineers reconnaissance study for the redesign of the
Central and Southern Florida Project, and other Federal
programs and activities. :

o Promote the establishment of an ecosystem based science
program that utilizes the strengths of public and private
entities and includes research, inventory, monitoring, and
modeling.

o Support the development of appropriate multi-species
recovery plans for threatened and endangered species and
other species identified as candidates or proposed for
listing as threatened or endangered species.

o Encourage expedited implementation of projects, programs,
and activities included in the coordinated plans for
environmental restoration and maintenance of the South




Florida Ecosystem.
ARTICLE IT. INTERAGENCY WORKING GROUP

A. Establishment of Interagency Working Group: A
Management and Coordination Working Group (hereinafter "Working
Group") is hereby established to coordinate policies and programs.
which affect the South Florida Ecosystem and to further effective
implementation of coordinated policies, strategies, programs, and
initiatives. Membership on the Working Group shall be comprised
of Florida-based (or other appropriate) representatives of the
following Federal agencies:

o Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Fish and Wildlife Service
U.S. Geological Survey
National Biological Survey
Bureau of Indian Affairs

o Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

o Department of Agriculture
Soil Conservation Service

o Department of Justice
U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Florida

o Environmental Protection Agency

o Department of the Army
‘ Army Corps of Engineers

The Working Group shall meet at least quarterly. No less than
half of the meetings in a given year shall be held in South
Florida. Additional meetings shall be held as needed and agreed
to by a majority of the Working Group members. Working Group
meetings shall be open to the public. An opportunity for public
comment shall be provided at each Working Group meeting.

B. Working Group Responsibilities: The Working Group will
formulate and recommend to the Task Force management policies,
strategies, plans, programs, and priorities for the restoration
and maintenance of the South Florida ecosystem.

The recommendations of the Working Group, presented as an
integrated plan for ecosystem restoration, maintenance and
protection, detailing current achievements, ongoing activities,
and projected accomplishments, shall be forwarded to the Task
Force within one year of the first meeting of the Task Force and

updated annually thereafter. 1In fulfilling its responsibilities
the Working Group shall:




1. Implement Task Force initiatives concerning South
Florida Ecosystem restoration and maintenance.

2. Develop an integrated financial plan, which includes
the coordination of Federal funding requirements, in conjunction
with state and local funding and funding from private sources.

3. Develop an ecosystem-based science program, water
quality management strategies, and a multi-species recovery plan.

4. Evaluate the effectiveness of ongoing actions to
restore and maintain the South Florida ecosystem and recommend
modification of such actions when appropriate.

5. Identify differing agency positions concerning
ecosystem restoration and maintenance activities, and facilitate

the expeditious resolution of issues by quickly elevating them to
the Task Force.

6. Conduct a program of public information and education
concerning the plans and activities of the Task Force and the
Working Group, encouraging opportunities for public involvement.

C. Working Sub-Groups. Working Sub-Groups may be
established and assigned particular roles and responsibilities by
the Working Group

ARTICLE III. ADDITIONAL TERMS

A. Cooperation With Other Government Entities: The parties
mutually agree to work with the State of Florida and the South
Florida Water Management District, as well as any other Federal,
State, tribal or local government entities, in ways that will
help develop facilitate the goals and objectives of this
agreement and the restoration of the South Florida ecosystem.

B. Financial and Administrative Support: DOI agrees to
provide administrative support for the Task Force and Working
Group. Each of the participating parties agrees to provide the
necessary financial and administrative support for its own
participation in the agreed to activities.

C. Sub-agreements: The parties agree to enter into sub-
agreements when appropriate to accomplish the restoration and

maintenance programs, projects, and activities approved by the
Task Force.

D. Transfer of Funds: The parties mutually agree to
transfer Federal funds, as appropriate, under the Economy Act, 31

U.S.C. 1535, or such other authorities to accomplish the purposes
of this agreement.




E. Activities of Parties: All activities conducted under
this agreement shall be subject to applicable Federal law, agency
regulations, and the availability of appropriations.

F. Property Utilization: Any property acquired or utilized
under this agreement shall remain the property of the acquiring
parties unless otherwise specified by written agreement among the
parties.

G. Termination: This Agreement shall terminate five (5)
years from its effective date, unless extended in writing. Any
party may terminate its participation in this Agreement at any
time by providing ninety days written notice to the other
parties. Termination of this Agreement by individual parties
shall not constitute termination of the agreement between the
remaining parties.

H. No Congressional Benefit: No member or delegate to
Congress, or resident Commissioner, shall be admitted to any

share or part of this Agreement, or to any benefit that may arise
therefrom.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have caused this
agreement to be executed by their duly authorized representatives
on the latest day and year noted below.
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