





Subsidence: Lowering of the soil level caused by the shrinkage of organic layers.
This shrinkage is due to desiccation, consolidation, and biological oxidation.

Surface Water: Water upon the surface of the earth, whether contained naturally
or artificially. Water from natural springs is classified as surface water when it
exits from the spring onto the earth’s surface.

Surface Water Management: The development and implementation of a
combination of structural and nonstructural measures intended to reconcile the
water conveyance and storage function of depressions, lakes, swales, channels,
floodplains, and coastal waters with the space and related needs of a desigpated
area. s

Surficial Aquifer: A heterogeneous unit comprised of all hydraulically connected
saturated sediments from the water table down to the relatively impermeable
sediments of the underlying confining unit. It is an unconfined aquifer system,
" recharged by rainfall and by leakage from surface water bodies.

Sustainability: The state of having met the needs of the present without
endangering the ability of future generations to be able to meet their own needs.

Sustainable Agriculture: An integrated system of plant and animal production
practices, having site specific application that will, over the long term, satisfy
human food and fiber needs, enhance environmental quality and the natural
resource base upon which the agricuitural economy depends, making the most
efficient use of nonrenewable resources and on-farm resources, and integrate
where appropriate natural biological cycles and controls, sustain the economic
viability of farm operations and enhance the quality of life for farmers and society
as a whole. '

Sustainable Community: A community which uses ifs resources to meet current
needs while ensuring that adequate resources are available for future generations.
Such a community seeks improved public health and better quality of life for all
its residents by limiting waste, preventing pollution, maximizing conservation and
promoting efficiency, and developing local resources to enhance the, local
economy. s
Transmissivity: The rate at which water is transmitted through an aquifer under
a particular hydraulic gradient. It is a function of the permeability and thickness
of an aquifer and is used to judge an aquifer’s production potential.

Urban Development: The human landscape characterized by cities, towns,

suburbs, and outlying areas typically commercial, residential, and industrial in
nature. They are typically nonagricultural or nonrural in nature.
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Urban Development Boundary: A planning technique used to delineate| the

physical extent that urban development will be allowed in a particular jurisdiction.

Urban Forestry: The coordinated management of planting and maintaining trees
in public spaces in urban centers that maximizes social, economic, and ecological

. benefits.

Urban Service Area: The geographic extent or area to which urban utilities
services are provided or planned to be provided over a specific time frame.

or

Value-added: The monetary.worth contributed by labor to raw materials through -
the production process. Any process that adds value to products and fir_lal goods.

Water Budget: A description and quantification of the quality and movement

of

water in the hydrologic cycle within a specified geographic area. The produgt is
often portrayed as a "balance sheet” of water in and water out in a dynamic

system.

Water Conservation Areas (WCAs): That part of the original Everglddes
ecosystem that is now diked and hydrologically controlled by people for flpod

control and water supply purposes. These are located in the western portions

of

Dade, Broward, and Palm Beach Counties, and comprise a total of 1,337 square

miles.

Water Control Structure: A barrier that acts to hold water at a planned level.

Water Table: That surface of a body of unconfined ground water at which |the
pressure is equal to the atmosphere; defined by the level at which water within

an unconfined aquifer stands in a well that penetrates the aquifer far enough
hold standing water. -

Water Use: Any utilization of water that reduces the supply‘ from which it
withdrawn or diverted.

to

is

Wastewater: The combination .of liquid and water-carried pollutants from
residences, commercial buildings, industrial plants, and institutions together with

any ground water, surface runoff or leachate that may be present.

Wetlands: Areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or groundWater ata

frequency and duration sufficient to support and under normal circumstances

do

or would support a prevalence of vegetative or aquatic life that require saturated
or seasonally saturated soil conditions for growth and reproduction. These include
swamps, marshes, bayheads, cypress ponds, sloughs, wet prairies, wet meadows,

river overflows, mudflats, and natural ponds.
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Xeriscape: The use of landscaping techniques to comserve water and reduce
maintenance. Techniques include the use of drought tolerant plaats, landscape

layout, irrigation system design, and irrigation system management.
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